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Accepted: 10/5/2026 The world in the recent years has witnessed rapid
Published: 23/7/2026 and unprecedented  developments in the field of
technology and  artificial intelligence making this field
* Corresponding Author: one of the most important comer of the forth industrial

revolution. Al is not merely used on tools to execute
technical tasks only, it as well has become an important
norhanmoussa@gmail.com part of our dally lives as it is able to conduct a number of
ol tasks which require a great deal of intelligence and
https://doi.org/10.59759/law.v5i2.1859 making self-decisions. These advancements have raised
complex legal questions regarding the appropriate legal
status of autonomous robots, which encouraged many
countries to think about a new legal framework going in
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line with such advancements.

One of the most controversial issues in this context is the possibility of
granting nationality to intelligent robots, especially after the international
debate sparked by the granting of Saudi nationality to the humanoid robot
Sophia in 2017. It triggered debates among legalists and sociologists about
the nationality as a legal right, and whether this right can be expanded to
include industrial entities. Can robots be considered "persons™ within the
legal system? If so, what rights and duties can be granted to them? And
how might this affect traditional legal systems that regulate relations
between natural and legal persons?

* A special issue for the Third International Conference, entitled: Artificial Intelligence, A Legal Vision
Towards a Sustainable Future.
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*0 World Economic Forum, "A Robot Has Just Been Granted Citizenship of Saudi
Arabia," World Economic Forum, October 27, 2017,
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1o James Vincent, "Everything You Need to Know About Sophia, the World’s First Robot
Citizen," The Verge, November 8, 2017,
https://www.theverge.com/2017/11/8/16620926/sophia-robot-saudia-arabia-citizenship-
human-rights
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