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political, administrative and social issues in Iraq during the Ottoman
period. This document is a valuable historical source for understanding
* Corresponding Author: Ottoman governance in Irag, particularly during the second half of the
salameensafiah@gmail.com nineteenth century — a pivotal period characterized by the convergence
of Ottoman reform initiatives and mounting challenges in the empire's
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This memorandum is important as it reflects official Ottoman
perspectives on managing Iraq and proposes ways to address local
issues, including security challenges, tribal relations, social balances,
and administrative organization. By translating the memorandum from
Ottoman Turkish into Arabic, this study seeks to make it accessible to
Arab researchers, thereby making a valuable scholarly contribution
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to Ottoman studies.

This initiative addresses a clear knowledge gap, as Arabic-language scholarship lacks translated
Ottoman texts shedding light on administrative strategies in frontier regions. Studying such
documents does not only enhance academic understanding of Ottoman policy, but also helps to uncover
historical issues that continue to influence the region today, such as state—society relations, resource
management and the complexities of engaging with tribal structures.

Furthermore, this memorandum can be situated within a broader collection of texts that were pivotal in
shaping the Ottoman state’s perceptions of Iraq. A notable example is the report by Baghdad Governor
‘Abd al-Rahman NuarT al-Din Pasha, which addressed comparable administrative, social, and economic
issues. Such documents emphasize the close relation between past and present , and show how the central
administration, security, social structure were present at the heart of Ottoman policies, and how they are
still substantial issues in understanding the modern Irag.

In addition, the memorandum explains the reforming efforts conducted in the face of big
challenges that the Ottoman state encountered during the nineteenth century, including the European
pressure, the prevailing of local nationalities, and economic changes. Focusing on translating and
studying these texts opens the door for deeper understanding for the Ottoman aims and the reality of
executing them in the peripheral regions.
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